Gliolectin positively regulates Notch signalling during wing-vein specification in Drosophila.
Notch signalling is essential for animal development. It integrates multiple pathways controlling cell fate and specification. Here we report the genetic characterization of Gliolectin, presumably a lectin, a cytoplasmic protein, significantly enriched in Golgi bodies. Its expression overlaps with regions where Notch is activated. Loss of gliolectin function results in ectopic veins, while gain of its function causes loss of wing veins. It positively regulates Enhancer of split mβ, a target of Notch signalling. These observations suggest that it is a positive regulator of Notch signalling during wing development in Drosophila.